
 

SCHOOL ELECTRONICS COLLECTION OPPORTUNITY 
 
 
Attention:  School Superintendents and AEAs 
 
Respond by:  DECEMBER 6, 2002 
 
 
The Dept. of Natural Resources’, Energy and Waste Management Bureau is investigating the 
level of need and interest from Iowa schools and Area Education Agencies in participating in a 
pilot collection program for recycling computers and peripheral equipment (monitors, CPUs, 
printers, mice, keyboards, speakers, etc.).  If proper disposal of computers and computer related 
waste is a challenge for your organization, please read through this opportunity announcement. 
 
Attached to this letter is a short form that should be completed by/for each of the schools in your 
district and by each AEA wishing to participate.  It will assist the Department in planning collection 
event dates and locations and in determining the level of interest and the size of the targeted 
electronic waste stream. 
 
As you may know, the amount of computer related waste is steadily increasing.  Consequently, 
the amount of hazardous waste related to computers entering the waste stream is also 
increasing.  Environmentally, this waste stream is a concern for several reasons, principally 
leaded glass in computer monitors and other heavy metals such as mercury and cadmium found 
in a wide variety of electronic equipment.  In fact, estimates show that 22 million pounds of 
computers, televisions and other electronics were generated as Iowa waste in 2001 alone.  This 
equates to 3.3 million pounds of lead entering the waste stream, Iowa’s largest contributor of 
lead.  The Department has made e-waste a top priority. 
 
Participation in this collection opportunity will not be without financial and time commitments on 
the part of your school district and AEA.  As with the Department’s previous pilot collection 
project, the cost to participate is $5 for the first three computer monitors and $5 for each 
additional monitor thereafter.  There is no additional cost for other computer related items.  The 
cost of this pilot collection project is being subsidized to gain an understanding of the school and 
AEA perspective and to gauge the level of electronics as a problem solid waste stream. 
 
When held, collection events will be established at central points around the state.  The level of 
interest expressed in returned surveys will help dictate the number of collection sites and their 
locations.  It is the desire of the Department, for this pilot collection event, to minimize costs and 
travel time for all schools participating. 
 
If computer waste is an issue for you, please distribute this letter and accompanying survey form 
to the appropriate person or persons.  Returned surveys will assist the Department in planning, 
prior to releasing the collection event registration notice. 
 
Please Note:  Funds are limited for this pilot collection event.  Schools and AEAs submitting this 
interest survey by 4:00 on December 6th will receive priority consideration as the Department 
moves from planning to implementation.  However, due to limited funds your school district or 
AEA region can not be guaranteed participation in this pilot collection event once finalized. 
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If you or any of your staff have any questions, please contact either: 
 
Merry Rankin         Theresa Stiner 
Energy and Waste Management Bureau   Energy and Waste Management Bureau 
515-281-8263         515-281-8646 
merry.rankin@dnr.state.ia.us      theresa.stiner@dnr.state.ia.us   
 
 
 
Please return the attached School Electronics Opportunity form to: 
 

Electronic submittal: tom.anderson@dnr.state.ia.us 
Fax submittal:  Attn. Tom Anderson 515-281-8895 
Mail:     Tom Anderson 
      Energy and Waste Management Bureau 
      Department of Natural Resources 
      502 E. Ninth Street 
      Des Moines, IA  50319-0034 

 
Thank you for your time and interest in addressing a growing environmental and solid waste 
concern.  I look forward to receiving your response. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tom Anderson 
Environmental Specialist, Senior 
Energy and Waste Management Bureau
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Computer Recycling Opportunity Notice 
 
Responses must be received by 4:00 pm on December 6, 2002 to receive priority consideration as 
the Department moves from planning to implementation. 
 
To respond electronically, place your cursor in the shaded boxes and enter your response. 
 
School/AEA name and city:       
Address:       
Contact:        
Phone:              Email:       

 
Would your school district or AEA region be interested in participating in this type of collection event 
given the cost and the requirement to deliver computers and related equipment to a central location? 
 
       Yes        No     If No, please describe the barriers to your participation:        
 
How many miles would you be willing to drive to a collection site?        miles 
 
Approximately how many items of each type would you foresee bringing to the collection event? 
       Monitors Other:  please list 

       CPUs             

       Printers             

Will peripheral equipment such as keyboards, mice, external speakers also be brought to a collection 
event?          Yes        No 

What month of the year would you prefer the collection event be held? 
       April        May            June 

       Other: please identify        
 
What day of the week would you prefer the collection event be held? 
       Monday        Thursday 

       Tuesday        Friday 

       Wednesday        Saturday 

Would your school district or AEA be interested in serving as a collection site?  This may include 
providing a location to hold a collection event, providing a forklift or other equipment, and assist the 
Department in arranging for volunteers to assist in unloading and loading?          Yes        No 
 
Other Comments:      

 



 
 
 
Direct questions to:   Merry Rankin      Theresa Stiner 
       merry.rankin@dnr.state.ia.us   theresa.stiner@dnr.state.ia.us   
       515-281-8263      515-281-8646 
 
Submit your completed form to Tom Anderson by 4:00 pm, December 6, 2002 to receive priority 
consideration as the Department moves from planning to implementation.  However, due to limited 
funds your school district or AEA region can not be guaranteed participation in this pilot collection 
event once finalized. 

Email: tom.anderson@dnr.state.ia.us 

Fax: 515-281-8895 
Mail: Tom Anderson 

Energy and Waste Management Bureau 
Dept. of Natural Resources 
502 E. 9th St. 
Des Moines, IA  50319-0034 
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